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IT providers merge for fleet support

MAXIMIZING SUPPORT - Capt. Jim Donovan, commanding officer, Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area Master
Station, Pacific, Cmdr. Tina V.H. Swallow, commanding officer, Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station, Far East,
and Butch Hee, director, Information Technology Service Center, Far East, cut a ceremonial ribbon commemorating
realignment of information technology resources in the Far East Nov. 4. The purpose of this merger is to regionalize all IT
functions, providing reliable and secure communications and IT services that enable the mission success of Navy personnel

in the Far East region. Read the story on page 6.
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[U.S. Navy photo by PH2(AW) John L. Beeman]
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AIRING NEXT WEEK ON

CHECKIN’ AND TUGGIN’ - (Above)
EMFN Cedrick Jones checks the 9JZ
sound-powered telephone panel in
damage control central on board USS
Kitty Hawk (CV 63). (Below) HM1 Jeff
Rogers, of U.S. Naval Hospital,
Yokosuka, participates in the
Commander, Fleet Activities, Yokosuka
Captain’s Cup Tug Of War Tournament.
[U.S. Navy photos by PHAN Benjamin
Dennis and PH2 Crystal Brooks]
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Seahawk-Umitaka

McCain wins gunnery award for sharp shooting

By Lt. j.g. MARISSA PERNISI
USS John S. McCain Public Affairs

ne thing is for certain, the naval surface fire
support team on board USS John S. McCain
(DDG 56) can put rounds on target.

Team members proved this without a doubt March
10, when they scored a 99.2 percent during a naval
gunnery exercise, one of the highest scores on record,
earning the 2005 James F. Chezek Memorial Gunnery
Award.

Presented Nov. 7, the award is given out every two
years to the U.S. Pacific Fleet ship that scores the highest
in NSFS qualification. The award was established in
memory of Cpl. James F. Chezek, U.S. Army, who was
killed in action Oct. 26, 1950, while storming Heartbreak
Ridge in north central Korea.

Opverall, it was a combination of hard work, incredible
teamwork and hours of practice that led to the ship’s firing
success.

FCC(SW) Thomas Wholters was in charge of creating
and executing the team’s training regimen. “It had been
about a year since we last conducted a (gunnery exercise),
so we all had to knock off some rust and retrain ourselves.
Our success, though, was largely due to the teamwork
between the (operations specialists) at the plot, the (fire
controlmen) at the gun console, and the gunner’s mates
at the mount,” Wholters said.

OS1(SW) Richard Lapp, the combat information

The 54 caliber (Mk 45) lightweight gun provides
surface combatants accurate naval gunfire against
fast, highly maneuverable surface targets, air threats
and shore targets during amphibious operations.
[U.S. Navy file photo]

center watch supervisor during the exercise, agreed with
Wholters.

relationship with the FCs on the team. Everyone was on

“We have always had a very good working

the same sheet of music, which allowed for the shoot to
be executed flawlessly.”

In the ship’s magazine, GMC(SW) Robert Rochefort
“The
whole shoot only lasted about three hours, which is

supervised the quick replenishment of the gun.

actually pretty quick. Normally they take a lot longer.
We were loading really fast, but the most important thing,
as always, was safety,” Rochefort said.

As the gun fire control supervisor, FC2(SW) Charles
Whitestone was in one of the most pivotal positions — he
actually fired the gun. He agreed, however, that it was
the entire team working cohesively that really made the
difference. “Everything just meshed that day. We had all
trained together for such a long time. It’s just nice to see
how everyone’s hard work finally paid off,” Whitestone
said.

John S. McCain’s NSFS team is already looking ahead
to its next formal shoot, scheduled for the spring.
However, due to the large turnover within the team, the
new obstacle will be in training the next generation.
Wholters, though, is confident in what next spring will
bring. “It will certainly be a challenge to live up to the
standards that we set back in March. However, all of the
new personnel are already qualified in the positions they
will be holding. Now we just have to work on bringing
them together as one,” he said.

Area IT providers merge to support Navy mission

By IT1(SW) DANIEL A. BOEMMEL
NCTS, Far East Public Affairs

Information technology in the Far East
region has a new face, with the recent
realignment of Information Technology
Service Center, Far East to become part
of

Telecommunications Station, Far East.

Naval Computer and

A special ribbon-cutting ceremony was
held at the Fleet Theater Nov. 4 to
commemorate the union of these two
commands, at which Sailors and civilians
from both commands were able to witness
this groundbreaking event.

ITSC, Far East has been a part of
Yokosuka for more than a decade,
previously being owned by the Defense
Information Services Agency and
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Japan.

The purpose of this merger is to
regionalize all information technology
resources in the Far East region. Lt.
Cmdr. Scott Coughlin, executive
officer, NCTS, Far East spoke of this
new union. “Together, we are the
warfighters who provide reliable and
secure communications and
information technology services to
enable the success of the Far East
region,” he said.

ITSC, Far East’s daily missions to the
fleet include operating the Defense
Messaging Systems, firewall and virus
protection, and both secret and
unclassified network connectivity to shore-
based installations and ships in port.
Lately, a new mission has been at task, as
Overseas Navy Enterprise Network has

been replacing local area networks for
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several Fleet Activities, Yokosuka
commands.

ONE-NET is the Navy’s newest
enterprise network, joining Navy and
Marine Corps Intranet and Information
Technology-21.

The purpose of ONE-NET is to put all
outside the continental United States, shore
based users on one, centralized network,
with a target completion date in September
of 2007.

Users of ONE-NET who transfer from
one OCONUS shore command to another
OCONUS shore command will be able
to log onto any ONE-NET machine and
keep their original account information,
such as e-mails, address lists and profiles.
Several Yokosuka commands have begun
to experience the benefits of ONE-NET,
as their new computers feature Microsoft

Windows XP, a CDR-W/DVD combo,
and 40 gigabites of memory on each
machine.

Guest speaker Capt. Jim Donovan,
commanding officer, Naval Computer and
Telecommunications Area Master Station,
Pacific spoke to Sailors and civilians of
the importance of ONE-NET and their
responsibility in the War on Terrorism.
“The network ONE-NET spans Europe,
Southwest Asia and the Far East,” he said.
“Of the 40,000 seats comprising ONE-
NET, approximately 28,000 of them are
in the Far East and are your responsibility.
That is significant,” he said. “We believe
that the lives of our Sailors, our airmen,
and our Marines are at risk without timely,
accurate, reliable and secure information
all of the time. And that’s your mission,”
he added.
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